Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 STATE 088347 
ORIGIN CU-03 

INFO OCT-01 EA-07 ISO-OO USIA-06 /017 R 

DRAFTED BY CU/ARTS :BGERSTEIN : SM 
APPROVED BY CU/ARTS :PEWHEELER 
DESIRED DISTRIBUTION 
CU/EA:MVTAYLOR; USIA/IEA:JSWENSON 

201114Z 020336/10 

R 192355Z APR 77 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY MANILA 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 088347 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
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SUBJECT: TEXAS GIRLS CHOIR PRIVATE TOUR 

REF: MANILA 5651 

1 . ALTHOUGH DEPT DOES NOT AS GENERAL POLICY EVALUATE 
GROUPS BELOW COLLEGE LEVEL, SUBJECT CHOIR WAS EVALUATED IN 
1970 AND NOT ENDORSED. THIRTY TO THIRTY-FIVE SINGERS RANGE 
IN AGE FROM 8 TO 15. REPERTOIRE RANGES FROM MADRIGALS 

TO WALT DISNEY MEDLEYS. EMBASSY VIENNA REPORTED IN 1970 
THAT GROUP "PUT ON PROGRAM BEYOND ITS LEVEL OF COMPETENCE". 

2. NY TIMES REVIEW OF JUNE 1970 STATED "TONE WAS CLEAR, 
ENUNCIATION EXCELLENT. THEY WERE LESS SECURE IN PITCH IN 
A CAPPF.LL A MUSIC-FOLK SONGS ARRANGEMENTS AND HAYDON'S 
SETTINGS IN CANON FORMS OF TEN COMMANDMENTS. THEY PUT ON 
QUITE A SHOW, MAKING SEVERAL COSTUME CHANGES, GOING THROUGH 
CHOREOGRAPHED MOVEMENT IN LIGHTER NUMBERS. . 
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3. SINCE 1970 CHOIR HAS REQUESTED SPECIAL CREDENTIALS, 
ENDORSEMENT AS GOODWILL AMBASSADORS, ASSISTANCE WITH ARR- 
ANGING CONCERTS AND ADVICE ON LOCAL CONTACTS. 
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